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As the curtain for the year (2013-2014) has come down, we can look with the immense satisfaction to the year with lot of pride and responsibility as the year witnessed explosive growth in the Foundation both in quality of works, its diversity and the financial growth and discipline. Here is the story of the past year.

Publication

After the relative quieter previous year in our publication with the political satire “Bate Ghate”, this year saw the publication of just two book.  The first one is “1962” and the second one is  “19th Century & Assam”.

The ”1962” was a great hit and smashed all previous records of the Foundation and emerged as one of the all time popular books in Assamese language with first edition of 3000 books sold out in less than a month.  The year had to see three reprints of the “1962” as it emerged as the best seller in all the book fairs of Assam, surpassing all other competition. The book was written by Mrinal Talukdar on the 1962 Indo-China war, smashing the popular myth about the war and turning the story on its head.
The second publication was the much delayed “19th Century & Assam” of late Nanda Talukdar Foundation. The book was a post doctoral thesis of late Nanda Talukdar, which has been edited to give this shape. 

Both the books were released in a gorgeous ceremony at NEDFi house on 15th September which was attended by the glitterati of the Guwahati city.
Research

Like the previous two years, the Foundation continued to devote its main energy for the mammoth Social History of Assam project.    The year saw the draft writing of almost all the chapters of all the volumes getting completed. Each of the volume has been roughly given one and half month and that itself took away more than nine months of the year for the two writers. The writing has to be extra careful as first time such an attempt has been made to write the modern history of any state in the country.

There are hardly anything major that has happened during the post independence history of Assam, which have not been touched by this mammoth project.
Development sector

As Mrinal Talukdar and Kishore Kumar Kalita moved into the history project, the Foundation, along with the OKID, was awarded a social audit project by the State Institute of Rural Development(SIRD) to evaluate their micro credit intervention in 14 districts of Assam. The NTF got Barpeta, Nalbari, Darrang, Kamrup, Golaghat, Sonitpur, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts to audit. 
It was a huge work to visit each of the groups in the remote areas of the district and find out the details from a standard survey form. More than seven months were needed to visit roughly 1200 groups physically. This work was done by Krishna Talukdar, Uddipta Hazarika, Rekhamoni Hazarika and Banjit Bhuyan. They  had gone from village to village and successfully traced out all the groups members and met them and did the almost impossible task of auditing this great intervention of the SIRD. Each of the districts have become a books and those were submitted to the SIRD.
Happy with the results  of the first round audit, the SIRD has given us another round of social audit for their 2012-2013 works which took us to three districts of Barak valley as well as Dhemaji district for the first time.

Thanks to the projects, there is hardly any area of Assam, except the two hills district, the field surveyors of the Foundation have not reached them. Braving winter, summer, monsoon, they went from village to village and painstakingly met each of these group members and also the bank officials filling up the questionnaires.
Meanwhile M/S Surazen Technologies have been incorporated to build a special data entry software for the Foundation, which has given us  a bird’s eye view from different perspectives of the ongoing study. The software was successfully installed and the datas were fed in and the operation of the same have been handed back to its owner the SIRD. This is the first dynamic evaluation of any Assam Government works by any independent agency, result of which have been uploaded in such a dynamic manner in the portal for easy viewing of all. This software has set up a new bench mark for Assam Government.
ACTED-EU project
Meanwhile the European Union had accorded green signal to the ACTED to carry out their “Access to Governance work in five states of the North East. These works are spread out in Chandel and Churandchpur in Manipur, Ri-Bhoi in Meghalaya, Langtlwei of Mizoram and Cachar and Goalpara of Assam.

The ACTED have selected NTF as one of their four partners to carry out the work in a 48 months horizon, the work of which has started from February 1, 2014. The lead activities of the project would be taken by the NEICORD with the help of the ACTED team. Besides them, there are PAC, NEFD and NTF doing specific works for the project. The actual work for the NTF would start from August 1 and Mrinal Talukdar and Ditimoni Gogoi are expected to share their responsibility for the work in this project.   

A MoU was signed with the ACTED in this regard to carry out the work from August 1,2014 over a period of next 42 months.

Finance

Certainly this is one of the best year financially for the Foundation with revenue being generated from the sales of 1962 and the savings from the SIRD work. To bring more financial discipline, we have roped in Mr Rajendra Kr Gupta of the M/S Rajendra Leela & Associated as Financial Adviser of the Foundation so that the horizon of the Foundation can be expanded more.

Another source of income was the gate collection of the annual function of the Foundation on 15th September.  Contributions, gate collections and sales figure has given  the Foundation Rs 10 lakh, which has been added to the kitty of the fixed deposit, raising the overall Fixed Deposit to Rs 30 lakhs from Rs 20 lakh of previous year. The Foundation shall strive to add another Rs 10 lakh next year so that it goes up to Rs 40 lakh and the monthly interest  accrused from the deposit gives us healthy return for some sustainability.  The detauiled financial statements are being prepared by our Charterd Accounts Rajendra Leela & Associated, who are our financial adviser also.  Once the return is submitted, that will be refklected in the web sites also.
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